a tat. 32.]
Bibliotheca Harleiana.
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'Sept. 9, 1741.
' I have put Mr. Johnson's play into Mr. Gray's ' hands, in order to
11  it to him, if he is inclined to buy it; but I doubt whether he will
not.    He would dispose of the copy, and whatever advantage may
made by acting it.    Would your society2, or any gentleman, or
•dy of men that you know, take such a bargain?    He and I are very
.fit to deal with theatrical persons.    Flectwood was to have acted it
it season, but Johnson's diffidence or        3        prevented it.'
I have already mentioned that Irene, was not brought into iblick notice till Garrick was manager of Drury-lane theatre.
3743: /KTAT. 33.]—IN I7434 he wrote for the Gcutlcmaiis 'agazine the 'Preface/f the 'Parliamentary Debates,'* 'Essay on e Account of the conduct of the Duchess of Marlborough,1* then e popular topick of conversation. This ' Essay' is a short but asterly performance. We find him in No. 13 of his Rambler, nsuring a profligate sentiment in that'Account5;' and again sisting upon it strenuously in conversation6. 'An account of e Life of Peter Burman,'* I believe chiefly taken from a foreign tblication ; as, indeed, he could not himself know much about -irrnan; 'Additions to his Life of Baretier;'* 'The Life of Syclen-.m,'* afterwards prefixed to Dr. Swan's edition of his works ; roposals for Printing Bibliotheca Harlciana, or a Catalogue of e Library of the Earl of Oxford7,'* His account of that
1  A bookseller of London.   Bos-
XI.L.
a   Not the Royal Society; but the
• cicty for the   encouragement   of trning, of which Dr. Birch was a xding member.    Their object was
assist authors in printing expense works. It existed from about •35 to 1746, when having incurred considerable debt, it was dissolved.
OSWELL.
3 There is no erasure here, but a iere blank ; to fill up which may be a exercise for ingenious conjecture.
• OSWELL.
4 Johnson, writing to Dr. Taylor n June 10, 1742, says :—' I propose a get Charles of Sweden ready for ,-iis winter, and shall therefore, as I -nagine, be much engaged for some lonths with the dramatic writers
into whom I have scarcely looked for many years. Keep Irene close, you may send it back at your leisure.' Notes and Queries, 6th S., v. 303. Charles of Sweden must have been a play which he projected.
5  The   profligate   sentiment   was, that ' to tell a secret to a friend is no breach of fidelity, because the number of persons trusted is not multiplied, a man and his  friend  being virtually the  same.'   Rambler, No.
13-
6  Journal of a tour to the Hebrides, 3rd edit. p. 167.     [Sept.   10,  1773.] BOSWKLL.
7  This piece contains a passage in honour of some great critic.    ' May the  shade,  at least,   of one   great English critick rest without disturbance ; and may no man presume to
celebrated     |!«r    t.i:m.;i-k    I'ltitrurji     "My    Kurd
